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Ordination Standards

Questions and Answers

What did the Assembly do? What has changed?
The 219th GeneralAssembly (2010) propqsed a change to the pCtUSA) Constitution regarding ordination standards by a
vote of 373-3234.This action does not change the Constitution. lt is a first step in the process. A majority of the 173
presbyteries would have to vote in the affirmative to approve the replacement byJuly 2010.

What does it mean?
G-6.0106b is a provision in the PC(USA) Book of Order (Constitution) that provides the following standards for persons
ordained as church leaders (deacon, elder or minister)iThe current version reads:

*Those 
who ore colled to office in the church or-e to leod a life in obedience to Scripture and in conformity to the

historic confessionol stondords of the church. Among these standords is the requlrement to live either in fidetity
wfthin the'covenont of morriage b;etween o mon ond a womon (W4.:WI), or chostity in singleness. percons
refuslng to repent of ony self-acknowledged practice which the confessions call sin shaitl not be ordointed ond/or
instolled as deocons; elderc, or ministerc of the word ond socroment.'

The 219th GeneralAssembly (2010) recommends deleting the above provision and replacing it with the following
language:

'Stondards for ordoined service refleA the church's desire to submit joyfutty to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in ott
ospects of life (C-1.0N0). The governing body responsible.for ordinotion ond/or installotion (G.I4.02 O; G
14-0450) sholl exomine eoch condidate's colling, gifts, preporotion, and suitobility for the responsibitities of
office. The examinotion shall include, but not be limited to, o determinotion of the condidote,s abitity ond
commitmenttofulfill oll requirements os expressed in the constitutionol questionsfor ordination and installotion
(W-4.4N3). Governing bodies sholl be guided by Scripture ond the confessions in apptying standords to
indMduol condidotes.a

This proposed change would focus ordination examinations on the individualcalling gifts, preparation, and suitability of
candidates for the responsibilities of the office, in joyful submission to the Lordship 6f Jesus Christ in all aspects of life.

Whafs next?
Presbyteries will study this recommendation and vote over the course of the next year. lf a majority of the 173
presbyteries approve the change, it will replace the previous provision in the Book of Order. The deadline for
presbyteries to vote is Juty lQ 2011.

Vihere can I get more information?
http ://www, pc-biz.orglExplorer.aspx?id=2309
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Civil Union and Marriage fssues

Questions and Answers

What did the General Assernbly do? What has changed?
The GeneralAssembly approved both the Final Report and the Minori.ty Report of the specialcommittee to Study lssues
of civil union and christian Marriage and ordered they be sent out for study by the wider church. The vote was 439 in
favor, 208 against, with 6 abstentions.

By this action (sending both reports for study) the Assembly maintained the definition of marriage as ,,a 
man and a

woman." with the action to send the reports for study, no chahge has occuried, or is pending.

Whatdoesftmian?
fhe SpecialCommittee Rgport provides descriptivernalerialon the lri:stortcal and theological aspects of rnarriage, as
well as a look at current laws on same-gender partnerships and their children, and the place of same-gender covenanted
relitionships in the Christian cornmunrU.They commend to the churdr their covenan! Those Whom God Has Joined,
Let No one Separate" as a guide for Presbyterians to come together to discuss dfficuh lssues when there is
disagreement The Minority Report, also apprwed for lstudy W the Assembfy, condfudes thet scripture is char that
marriage is between a man and a woman only and does not support any kind of sexual behavior outside marriage. The
minority report a[so contains a covenant for the wider churdr to use.

What nert?. '

The Special Committee Report and the Minority ReBort will be prepared for distribution as one dociment to the wider
church.

By sending both reports to the wider church, it is the hope of the Assembly that presbyterians willfind helpful
background information on civil unions and rnarriage, as wellas materialto help individuals and groups remain together
as they wo* through these dfficuh issues

Where canyou learn more?

Special Committee rePort htto://www.pc-biz.ors/Explorer.aspx?id=3333&promolD=1GB
Minority report: http://www.oc,biz.orglExprorer.aspx?id=3335&promolD=169
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Ictters from PC(USA) - May 20t l

Ive bee asked by the moderator of presbytery to forward this information on to you all.

*Prcsbyterian church (us.al approves change in ordination strndard,r

/'submission to the Lordship of Jesus Christ'replaces'fidelity and chastity'/

*LoUSVILLE-r'While the office of the General Assembly awais official tallies, it appean that a
majodty of the 173 presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church (US.t.1have approved a change in pC(USA)
ordination standards.

At its meeting on Tuesday,Jvlay 10,201l, the hesbytery of Twin Cities Area becalne the 87th presbytery
to apprcve atr amendment that will rcmove the constitutional requirement that all ministers, eldirs, and
deacons live in 'fidelity within the covenant of maniage between a man and a woman or chastity in
singleness" (G{.0106b in the church's Book of Order)

The new language reads,'/Standalds for ordained sewice rcflect the church's desire to submit joyfrrlly to
the Lordship of Jesus Christ in all aspects of life (G-1.@fi)).The governing body responsible ior-
ordination and/or insallation (G.l4.O2tO; G-14.0450) shall examine eacn canAdate's calling, gifts,
preparation, and suitability for the responsibilities of office. The examination shall include, 6uimt Ue
limited to, a determination of the candidate's ability and sommitmerl to futfill all requirements as
expressed in th constitutional quastions for ordination and installation (Sr-4.a003). Governing bodies shall
be guided by Soipnre and the confessions in applying sandards to individual candidates"/f/

The new provision reaffir:ns the long-held right and rcsponsibility of ordaining bodies (local church
sessions for deacons and elders or presbyleries for ministers) to determine tneiuitaUitity of each candidate
for ordination- The effect of the new language also olrns up the possibility ttrat penons in same-gender
relationships can be considered for ordination

The 219th General Assembly (2010) of the FC(USA) approved Amendment l&A last summer, but
requircd a majority of presbyteries to ratify the provision for it to become part of the church's Constitution.

The change will take effect July 10, 201 l, one year after the adjournment of last sumner's assembly.

ln response to the vote, denominational leaders issued a letter to all congregations of the pC(USA), calling
the dehte about ordination .t qTd" *a hesbyterian family struggle.'ihe letter goes on to say that
Presbyterians havef/sought to find that place where every congregation and every member, deicon, elder,
and minister of the Word and Sacrament can sharc their gifts in ministry while, aittre sge time, ttre
integrity of every congregation, memb€r, deacon, elder, and minister is respecrcd..

Additional resources are online at http://oga.pcusa.org <http:/ioga.pcusa.orgy'>, which include a ,.frequenfly
asked questions" document, liturgical resources, a video podcast by Gradye Parsons, Stated Clerk of the
General Assembly, and Advisory opinion #24 about the change to G-6.0i06b.

The full text of the churchwide letten

/Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,/

/Ivlay grace, mercy, and peace be yours in abundance (Jude l:2)J

lThe debate about ordination standards has been a Presbyterian family struggle for much of the last tlree
decades. We have sought to find that place where every congregation and every member, deacon, elder,
and minister of the Word and Sacrament can share their gifts in ministry while, at tle same time, the



integrlty of every congregation, member, deacon, erder, and minister is respocted. /

/This year, the conversation haq focused on Amendment l0-A that was passed by the 2l9th General
Assembly (2010) and scnt to presbytedes for approval.While we wait for officiai talies, it appears that gz
presbytedes have approved lG'A, which is the majority required for approval./

/If &is becomes official, the new language outlining the gifts and requirements for ordained service will say
the following:/

/Standards for ordained sewice nflect the church's desirre to subnit joyfully to the Inrdship dJesus Cfuist
in all aspocts of life (G-l.fffl)). Thc governing body responsiU" foionlination and/or installation
(G M.A?y'0l; G-14.0450) shall examine each candidate's calling, gifts, preparation, and suiability for the
responsibilities of office. The examination shall include, but not be limited to, a deternnination oi the
candidate's ability and commitsnent to fulfill alt requirements as expressed in tbe constitutional questions
forordination and installation (S-4.4003). Governing bodies shall be guid€d by Suipnge ana tne
onfessions in applying standards to individuat candidates./

/Thisdecision begins with an unequivocal affirmation thatordained office will continue to be rooted in
each dcacon, elder,and minisbr's *joyfrrl submission to the Lod$ip of Jesus Christ in all aspecb dtife."/

/rhis action also has importatr effecB on our life together as a church, namely:/

* /in keeping wi&orhistoric prirciplesdchbrch order,reh
session and trresbytery will continue to determine the suitability
dindividuals sceting ordimtion within its bounds. /

* /persons in a same-gender relationship may be oonsidered for
ordinalion and/or installalion as deacons, elders, and ministcrs
of th Word and Sacramentwithin the PC(USA); and/

* /all other churchwide standards for ordnation rcmain unchanged.t

/Reaclions to this change will span a wide spectum. Some will rejoice, while others wi1 weep. Those who
rejoice will see the change as an action,long in coming, that makes the FC(USA) an inclusive church that
recognizes and receives the gifts for ministry of atl those who feel called to ordained office. Tbse who
weep will consider this change one that compromises biblical authority and acquiesces 0o present cultur€.
The feelings on both sides run deep./

/flo'wever, as Presbyterians, we believe that the only way we will find God's will for the church is by
seeking it together - worshiping, praying, thinking, and serving alongside one another. We are neighbors
and cdleagues, friends and family. Most importantty, we are all children of God, saved and taughiby Jesus
Chrisr, and filled,with the Holy Spirir. /

fMe hold tothe sarongaffinnation thatall of us are bound togetheras the church throughJeus (hristour
Lord- *There is one Lotd, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through
all and in all,'kul wrots to the Ephesians (4:54)J

/It is Jesus Cluist who calls individuals to ordained ministies, and all those who are called to ordained
office oontinue to acknowledge Jesus as Lnrd of all and Head of the church. It is tlis same Jesus Cfuist who
is the foundation of our faith and to whom we cling. /

/No doubt, there will be several news stories and other reports about this change in the days ahead. A
number of resources, including ftequently asked questions and litrrrgical re$)uroes, are available for you ar
ttttp;//oga.pcusa.org <http://oga.pcusa.org/>.ln addition, for those who wish to comment on or inquire
further about 10-A, please contact ga-amendments@pcusa.org <mailto:Ga.amendments@pcusa.or^g>or call
(888, 7A-7228, ext. 82U2. I

/We invite you to join us in prayen/



/AlmiShly God, we give thanks for a rich heritage of faithful witnesses to the gospel throughout the ages.
We offer gratihrde not only for those who have gone before us, but for General Assembly commissioners
and presbyrcrs across fle church who have sought diligently to discern the mind of Chriit for the church in
every time and place, and espocially in this present timeJ

lMa-V Vour Snrrit of peace be present with us in diffcult decisions, especially where relationships are
strained and the firture is unclear. Opcn our ears and our hearts to listen to and hear those with whom we
differ' Most of all, we give thanks for Jezus Cbrist, our risen Savior and lord, who called the Church into
being and who continues to call us to follow his example of loving our neighbor and working for the
reconciliationof the world. We pray in.Iesus' nane.Amen-/

lGra$e Parsonsl

/Stated Clerk of the General Assembly I

lCynthia Bolbachl

/Moderator, 2l9th General Assembly (mrcy

il

lLittdaValenfircl

lExecutive Direc-tor, General Assembty Mission Cowrcill

llondonWhittittl

Ay'ice Moderator, 219th General Assembly (z}lD)t
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Reno,Nevada


