A Biblical View of Humanity...

I. What is Man? June 26, July 3

A. The Biblical Witness: Psalm 8... Genesis 1-3... Matthew 19:4ff... Ephesians 5

B. Humanity Unplugged: Reimagining the Image
1. Biblical Warning: Romans 1 & 2 Timothy
2. Reality — Identity — Behavior (RIB)

C. Human Sexuality Reimagined — Intimate Behavior & Marriage in the New
Milennium

1. Biblical Overview

A. Created Humanity
1. Capstone of Creation (Gen. 1:31 — “very good”)
2. Immortal Beings (Made for LIFE)
3. Made in the “Image of God”
a. “God-Bearers” in Relationship to the Creator
b. Self-aware... capable of moral judgment and decision making... able to “do
right” or “do wrong”
c. Creative (ASAH — mankind & BARAH - only God)
4. Made Partners with God, Stewards of God’s Earth (Gen. 3)
5. Made “Male and Female”
a. incomplete individuals (problem of loneliness)
b. made for relationship by clear design (Image Bearers!)
c. importance of complementarity

B. Fallen Humanity

1. Corrupters of Creation (Rm. 8)

2. Made Mortal (Subject to Death)

3. Tarnishers of God’s Image
a. “god-makers” alienated from the Creator
b. Given to evil thought, word and action
c. Creatively rebelling against God

4. Enemies of God

5. Self-defining & so alienated from others

C. Redeemed Humanity — Made New (2 Cor. 5)
1. Saved by Jesus (Reconciled)

2. Filled with the Holy Spirit

3. Commanded and Enabled to Repent of Sin



Biblical View of Humanity (Bible Texts)...

Psalm 8
! O Lorb, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.

From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise because of your
enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.

When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars,
which you have set in place,

what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?

You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory
and honor.

You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his
feet:

" all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, ® the birds of the air, and the fish
of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.

O LoRbD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Genesis 1

2 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule
over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and
over all the creatures that move along the ground.”

2’30 God created man in his own image,

in the image of God he created him;

male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every
living creature that moves on the ground.”

> Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole
earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. ** And to
all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on
the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for
food.” And it was so.

%1 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and
there was morning—the sixth day.



Genesis 2

Adam and Eve
*This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens— ®and no shrub of the field had
yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the field had yet sprung up, for the LORD God
had not sent rain on the earth and there was no man to work the ground, ®but streams
came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground— ' the LorD God
formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life, and the man became a living being.

® Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the
man he had formed. ° And the LorD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the
ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the
garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four
headwaters. ' The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of
Havilah, where there is gold. ** (The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx
are also there.) ** The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire
land of Cush. ** The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of
Asshur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

>The LorD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take
care of it. *° And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree
in the garden; *’ but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for
when you eat of it you will surely die.”

¥ The LorD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper
suitable for him.”

19 Now the LorD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all
the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and
whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. *° So the man gave
names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.

But for Adam no suitable helper was found. #* So the LORD God caused the man to
fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and closed
up the place with flesh. % Then the LorRD God made a woman from the rib he had taken
out of the man, and he brought her to the man.

% The man said,

“This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;

she shall be called ‘woman,’
for she was taken out of man.”

24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and
they will become one flesh.
2> The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.



Matthew 19

When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into the region
of Judea to the other side of the Jordan. 2 Large crowds followed him, and he healed them
there.

3Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to
divorce his wife for any and every reason?”

*“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male
and female,’ ° and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? ° So they are no longer two, but
one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.”

"“Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate
of divorce and send her away?”

8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were
hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. °I tell you that anyone who divorces his
wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery.”

Ephesians 5

21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Wives and Husbands

22\\ives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. % For the husband is the head of the
wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. ** Now as the
church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.

2> Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for
her ?® to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, ?” and
to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other
blemish, but holy and blameless. 2% In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives
as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 2° After all, no one ever hated
his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church— *° for we are
members of his body. 3 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” ** This is a profound mystery—
but | am talking about Christ and the church. ** However, each one of you also must love
his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.



Genesis 3

The Fall of Man

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had
made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, “You must not eat from any tree in the
garden’?”

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 2 but
God did say, “You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and
you must not touch it, or you will die.”

*«You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. > “For God knows that
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.”

®When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some
to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  Then the eyes of both of them were
opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made
coverings for themselves.

® Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in
the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LorRD God among the trees of the
garden. ? But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”

9 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and | was afraid because | was naked; so |
hid.”

1 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that
I commanded you not to eat from?”

12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from
the tree, and I ate it.”

3 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

Romans 1

God’s Wrath Against Mankind

8 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and
wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, *° since what may be
known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 2° For since
the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—
have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are
without excuse.

2! For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to
him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 2 Although
they claimed to be wise, they became fools 2* and exchanged the glory of the immortal
God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.

?*Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual
impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. % They exchanged the truth
of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is
forever praised. Amen.



26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women
exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. # In the same way the men also
abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another.
Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty
for their perversion.

28 Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God,
he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. % They have
become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of
envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, ** slanderers, God-haters,
insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents;
%! they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. *? Although they know God’s righteous
decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these
very things but also approve of those who practice them.

Romans 8

Future Glory

18| consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that
will be revealed in us. *° The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be
revealed. % For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the
will of the one who subjected it, in hope ** that the creation itself will be liberated from its
bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.

22\We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth
right up to the present time. * Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of
the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of
our bodies. 2* For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what he already has? 2° But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for
it patiently.

2% |n the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot
express. 2/ And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the
Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.

2 Timothy 4

4 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead,
and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | give you this charge: * Preach the Word:;
be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great
patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when men will not put up with
sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great
number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. * They will turn their ears
away from the truth and turn aside to myths. ® But you, keep your head in all situations,
endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.



2 Corinthians 5

18350 from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. *" Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is
a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! *® All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: *° that
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.
And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. ° We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on
Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. #* God made him who had no sin to be sin for us,
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.



